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of grief are hushed; young men go round with water-
skins to moisten the dried throats ; and we can Jura4
and ask what this strange thing may mean.

The answer to this question is very easy to discover.
All the East knows it, and is ready to fight over it.
This performance is the play of " Hasan and Hoseyn " ;
it is the dramatic representation of the tragedy which
has divided the whole Muslim world from the begin-
ning till now into the two great parties of Sunms and
Shi*a, ever hostile and filled with bitter hate for each
other; the tragedy of the suffering House of 'Aly,
whence and in whose cause have come forward
countless claimants to the Khalifs throne, rebels
against the Khalifs law; whose power has seated
dynasties in Egypt and in Spain; in favour of whose
descendant even the 'Abbasy Khalif essayed to alter
the succession-line of the vicegerents of G-od. The
sympathy which this oppressed House has evoked
from subject races, and its pliant yielding to foreign
ideas, made it the parent of the strangest and the
most outrageous of the doctrines which have grown
fungus-like upon the mighty trunk of Islam; the
mysterious doctrines of the Isma'ilians, the apostolic
succession of the Imams, the blind devotion of the
credulous Berber, the horrors of the Karmathian,
the detestable Vehingericht of the "Assassins," the
reign of terror of the mad khalif of Egypt, and the
wild apotheosis of the monster among the Druse
dwellers of the Lebanon; all owe their origin to the
schism of the House of 'Aly. The Shi'a have had a
hand in most of the troubles of the Ea^st, Wherever